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PREFACE.

e PAQ A QR

The present treatise “Tirtha Cintamani” 1s one of the
geries of “Smriti Cintamani” by Vacaspati Misra and
ircats of the holy places of Hindu pilgrimage  The details
of rites and ceremontes prescribed 1 the Castras for per-
formance in the five foremost places of indu pilgrimage,
k“a}a Purushottama  ( Puri ). Prayag ( Allahabad ),
’I\asln ( Benares ), and Ganga ( the sacred river Ganges )
im,ve been «lealt with in extenso, while the other places of
b)i‘grimﬂgc have *also been treated gencrally,  The work
EFhows the devoted religioas faith of the lHindus and is
fxll of information derived from laborious researches and
investigation ; the other works of the same serics are
Sradha Cintamani, Suddhi Cintamani, cte,

The author Vacaspati Misra belonged to Mithila and
lourished in the court of Raja Iarinarain Deb, a
Brahmin Raja of Mithila, at whose instance he composed
the famous Smriti collection *‘Kirtya Maharnava”  After

the demise of the Raja, he COH]})()bL(l another important
bmutl collection “Dwaita Nirnaya” at the nstance of the
widbwed Rani Jayadevi,

: The period of the works of the great Bengali savant,
Pandit Raghunandana Bhattacharjya, has been determined
o be the latter half of the sixteenth century. Raghu-
1andana has freely quoted from Dwaita Nirnaya and also
Tom Sraddha Cintamani and other works of the present
uthor in many places of his famous Smriti collection,
duotations from the present work occur in the chapter deal-
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ing with “GaNas MamarMya” of his Prayaschittwa tatwa

and also in Malamasa tatwa. The period of the present
author then dates back before the latter half of the six-

tecnth century. Biswakosha ( the Bengali Encyclopaedia )
in the article on “Smits” has fixed the age ef Raja Hari-
narayan Deb and of the present author to be the first
period of the sixteenth century,

In editing this book [ have consulted Brahma purana,
Pristhali Sethu, Raghunandan’s Asthabingsatt tatwa and
other authorities. .

Three manuscripts indicated i the foot notes as & ¥ and
o respectively have been collated for the present publication,
onc obtained from the rooms of the Asiatic Socicty of
Bengal, the other from the library of the Sanskrit College,
Calcutta, and the third from Pandita Panchanana Tarka-
ratna of my native village, Bhatpara, But the last page
was either wanting or illegible in the first two manuscripts
and  Pandit  Bindhweswari  Prasad, Librarian of the
Benares, Sanskrit College, very kindly, lent me the las

page of a manuscript in his possession for which I am
grateful to him.

In conclusion T am much indebted to the learned
members of the Asiatic Society for kindly permittingsme
to edit these valuable old manuscripts, The services which
the Sosiety is rendering to the cause of old Sanskrit litera-
t}n'e by the publication and consequent preservation of an-
clent and usefuyl manuscripts are invaluable and most praisc
worthy.

The 218t July, 1912,
BuateaRa, 2 Peroasas }KAMALA KRISHNA SMRITITIRTHA,
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